
 
Wichita Urban Infill Advisory Committee Meeting 

March 12, 2018 
MAPC Conference Room, 2nd Floor, The Ronald Reagan Building, 271 W. 3rd St., Wichita 

4:30 p.m. 

 

Discussion Highlights and Points of Agreement 
 

1. Welcome - 
Chair-person, Mr. Wess Galyon opened the meeting at 4:35 pm and welcomed everyone.  The meeting 
summary from February 12, 2018 was unanimously approved by attending members. 

 

2. Presentation: 
Ms. Hunt, Principal Planner reported that the first public meeting of Wichita:  
was very successful with more than 75 people attending the meeting at the Evergreen branch of the 
Wichita Public Library on March 6, 2018.  The next meeting will take place at the same location 
beginning at 5:30 pm on Monday, April 16, 2018. The topic will be transportation.  The next meeting of 
the Wichita Urban Infill Committee meeting will take place on Monday, April 6, 2018 when the 
consulting team from Gould Evans will present an evaluation of the physical condition of the study 
area.  The website, www.wichitaplacesforpeople.com includes a Visual Preference Survey available in 
both Spanish and English. 
 
 
Mr. David Yearout, Principal Planner, presented information on the formation of land banks in Kansas. 
A land bank is a mechanism to reutilize property which may be distressed because of delinquent 
property taxes, high special assessments, or ownership issues causing maintenance problems.  
Property owned by a land bank is exempt from all ad valorem property taxes.  A land bank can rezone 
property, replat property, take steps to “clean up” title to property, or whatever needs to be done to 
get land into condition to return to the tax rolls.  A land bank may require seed money to pay for 
maintenance costs associated with the upkeep of acquired properties.  A land bank also requires 
qualified staff to market and manage the acquired property.  To form a land bank, the City or County 
must established a Board of Trustees for the Land Bank.  The Trustees establish By-Laws for the land 
bank outlining the purpose, powers and duties and the organizational requirements of the Board.  A 
land bank is established by City ordinance. 
 
Mr. Kobe, Associate Planner presented information on Tiny Homes/Small Homes and introduced Mr. 
Capello, Assistant Director of MABCD.  There are two types of tiny homes/small homes; one is on a 
permanent foundation, the other is mobile and is on wheels. Those on wheels are classified as mobile 
homes or recreation vehicles (RV’s).  Those built on a permanent foundation are simply a smaller 
home than is typically found today.   Most communities refer to a tiny home on wheels as an RV and 
one on a foundation as a home.  Building codes will have an impact on homes built on a permanent 
foundation, while the construction of a mobile unit is not covered by building codes. A tiny home park 
is similar to a RV park.  Tiny homes/Small homes are also used to describe an accessory dwelling unit 
(ACU).  An ADU is located on a lot with a primary structure and is subordinate to the primary structure. 
An ADU must include a bedroom, bath and kitchen and may not be subdivided from the primary 
structure.  Mr. Kobe presented photos with several examples of the range tiny homes/small homes 
and their relationship to other structures.  Mr. Capello said a habitable space will by default have a 
minimum size due to meeting the minimum requirements of each component in the home (i.e. 
kitchen, bedroom, living space). The 2018 International Residential Building Code (IRC) includes an 
appendix addressing tiny homes and is being reviewed for adoption by the City of Wichita.  The IRC 
does not currently address the number of occupants allowed in one dwelling. 
 
Other Business:  
Being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm 
 

http://www.wichitaplacesforpeople.com/

